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Yy apologies for the lack, again, of mailing comments this time around. This time,
though, the apologies are unaccompanied by a promise to do better next time; I
don't intend to do MCs for the next couple of mailings, probably. I don’t rule
out the possibility, either; a mailing with a lot of food for comsent that I don't
think will upset anyone may bring me back to the practice, but for the present 1
plan to stick to deing THAL as wny regular SFPA entry, intending to include a num-
ber of short articles inspired by things people said in the malllng, but no MCs

as such., I1'11 also probably do an UTGARD with brief MCs answering specific ques-
tions directed toward me, so there won't be a lapse of communication from my side
(it was lack of time and not inclination that prevented that this mailing). But
the days of the long rambiing Hulan MCs are at lsast temporarily &t an end.

The main reason is that the reading zof some members' zines with &n eye to MCs
just puts me in too bad a mood to be comfortable, especially when there's really
nothing at stake. This may come as a surpiise to some people, but I don’t really
enjoy feeling irritated at people and irritating back. On the other hand. when

I get irritated, I find it hard to resist returning It with interest, and the
easiest way is just to cnt out cemmenting. I can shrug off the things that bother
me much more easily if I don't have the problem of figuring out how to answer
them. And since I have no bones to pick with the OE these days, I feel no obliga-
tion to answer anything either.

I fully realize that in esciewing 4Cs I'm going against a dictum of mym own of a
year or so back. Anyone who wishes tec cbiticize me for this, feel free. I agree
entirely that I'm being inconsistent, and doi’t ask anyone to apply any different
standards o me than you would to anyone else. I hope that THAL will be an ade-
quate, if different, contribution to the health of the mailings {it may be argued
that somebody has to produce something besides MCs eventually to provide new topics),
and it's certainly true that I den't have time any more to do both MCs and THAL on
any regular basis, but if anyone feels that MCs would be a better use of my time
criticism of me is ecertainly warraanted. (On the other hand, it isn’t likely to

do anything toward making me change my mind...)}

Lisewhere in the majiling you'll find SOUTH COAST'S A WILL COAST #1, the opaning
blast in a DSC bid from Lon and me. I commend it to your consideration. Twe
experienced DSC chairmen working together, close proximity to the ensuing Wozldconm,
and a great area to spend your vacation - what more could you ask? (All right,
vou could ask that it be located in the Deep South. That would be nice, but it's
impractical - and nowhere in the Deep South is this close to Worldcon in Phoenix.)

I'm waiting with some anxiety to see how SFPA reacts to LOKI 13. So far the re-
sponse from the vest of the mailing list has not been what one would call encouraging.
I sent out an immediate mailing, the day after the SFPA deadline, to 31 people, and
since then have sent cut half a dozen mora; the response to date is a net of

three letters of comment and two brief acknowledgements, not counting people I've
seen in person who've acknowledged. Haven't even gotten any trades yet, tnough I
suppose therc'll be a few of those trickling in eventually. I'm going to mail out
about ten or a dozen mere in the next week or so a@nd see what happens then. The
genzine may be doing well these days - a lot of pecple say so - but LOKI doesn't
seem to be cne of them. (Possibly the fact that I acknowledged that it was & one-
shot as a genzine may have affected resnonse, but I hated to lie vhen I knew it
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would be.)

What with the exigencies of time getting LOKI ready, I never did get around to
maxing Fearless Predictions of the NFL race this year before things got so well
defined that there's not that much doubt in most of the divisions. But Ken Budka
and Gery Brown did last mailing, and so I think I'll make some comments on the
situation, espacially with respect to the Rams, which are My Team and which I
believe both Ken and Gary picked tc take all the marbles this time round. They
still could, but at the moment it lecks unlikely - although by beating the '49ers
todey {(a game I just finished watching before I started this) they saw have prokably
gotter into the playoffs for the fourth straight year under Knox.

Lookirg at the rest of the league firsi, though - in the AFC all the interest is
in the Central Division, and wnether Pittsburgh, which has been playing the best
football in the league the past six veeks or so, can overcome their early-season
slump and make *the playoffs. If they can, they'll probably repeat as charps, but
the ocds aren‘t that good that they will. Right now Cincinnati has a two-game
lead for the division champiouship, and will be favored in two of their remaining
three games. If they win those as expected, they’ll be division ghamps even if
the Bteelers beat them in their one rsmaining head-to-head confrontation. The
other key in the AFC is New England -~ they have an 8-3 record at the moment, with
three relatively weak teams to go; this gives them the inside track for the wild
card slot in the AFC, since they'll have a better record than Pittsburgh if they
win ail of them and the Steelers win all of theirs. Furthermore, unless ay memory
fails, one of the Steeler losses %as to New England, so that even if the two finish
with identical records the Patriots would be the wild~card team. Except...the
Broncos and the Browns ape both also 7-4, and if one of them wins its remaining
gamss , the Stealers win all of theirs, and the Patriots lose one, a different tie-
breaking procedure will come into play (and I'm not even sure what it is), and the
Steelers might still end up as the wild card team. Oakland has already clinched
the Western Division (confirming what everyone thought from the beginning}, aund
Baltirore seems highly probable in the East. My guess at this point: Oakland

vs. New England and Cineinnati vs. Baitimore, with QOakland and Baltimore in the
finals end Baltimore going to the Super Jowl.

In the KFC the Vikings are as usual winning the Central Division going away; the
Bears and Lions are both much stronger this year than formerly, and I expect there
to be some real competition in the division next year (even Green Bay is improved),
but tre Vikings have been outstandingly lucky in winning close games this year
(exceeded only by the Cardinals, if them), and will probably host the wild-card
temm in the opesning round. In the East, it's still a race among Dallas, St. Louls,
and Washington (unless St. Louis pulled out another last-minute win; the last I
heard Washington was leading 18-10 and had the ball with the 2-minute warning just
given), but the Cowbogy are probably going to win it; they have a one-game edge

and it would be a surprise if anyone caught them. St Louis is probably going to
beat out Washington for the wild cavd spot, though if there's a tie between the
two Washington has won both games between them and would go. I predict the Cards
to play the Vikings in the first round.

Then there's the Raws. They're probably going to win their division again, because
the 49%ers have collapsed after a brilliant 6~1 start (especially sincs Cedric
Hardman broke his ankle in this game). but they haven't done it with much style,
lesing to San Francisco, Cincinnati, and St. Louis and tying Minnesota. The St.
Louis loss was due to Hart having an incredible second half passing, but the other
two were just bad play. Three different starting QBs have been a problem, but...
Se I predict St. Louis over Minnescta, Dallas over LA, and St. Louis over Dallas,
with Baltimore over St. Louis in the s¥axsffzz Super Bowl. And we wait & see.



